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Editorial 

  

     As travel movements are restricted not only 
within the countries in Asia but also between 
countries, all of ACCA’s activities have changed 
to online. For a start, our triennial election of 
the Executive Committee was held online in 
Sept 2020. As two of the five offices were 
contested after the close of nominations, a 
campaign session was held by Zoom for the 
Board representatives of each national body to 
hear out each candidate’s plans for ACCA for 
the next term before they cast their vote. This 
resulted in both incumbents being replaced 
(see the new office bearers for 2020-2023 in 
the following page). 

     The Executive Committee went to work right 
away, holding its first meeting in Oct 2020 and 
approved five subcommittees, each headed by 
an Exco member. A brief introduction of these 
five subcommittees is given below. Each 
subsequent issue of the ACCANews will feature 
one or two subcommittees in greater detail. 
Christian counselors in Asia are invited to join  

  

 

and serve in these 
subcommittees according to 
your passion, expertise and 
experience.   

     For the first time, ACCA held 
our Board meeting (our 6th) 
online. This took place in Nov 
2020. Among the many items in 
the agenda, the Board approved 
the appointment of Dr. Eric 
Scalise and Dr. Yakub Susabda as 
the first two members of ACCA’s 
Council of Elders. We also 
discussed at length the planning 
of our coming 4th Asian Christian 
Counseling Conference (virtual) 
with our host, the Association of 
Christian Counselors Singapore. 
This conference is scheduled for 
9-11 Sept 2021 (Thurs to Sat). 
We are looking forward to all the 
Christian counselors in Asia to 
register for the ground-breaking 
conference as we seek to equip 
and shape the future of this 
ministry. Meanwhile, we will 
continue to present our monthly 
online webinars for your benefit. 

  Members: 

AKKI (Indonesia) 

PACC (Philippines) 

NACC (Malaysia) 

ACCI (India) 

CCCC (China) 

ACCS (Singapore) 

MCCA (Mongolia) 

CCAT (Thailand) 
 

Associate 
Member: 

CCAA (Australia) 

 

Council of 
Elders: 

Dr. Eric Scalise 

Dr. Yakub 
Susabda 
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ACCA Office-bearers for New Term 2020-2023 
Elections for the 3-year term 2020-2023 was held on 20 Sept 2020 and the new ACCA Executive Committee 
is as follows: 

President: 

Vice-President: 

Secretary: 

Treasurer: 

Regional Coordinator: 

Dr. Edmund Ng 

Joy Laverinto 

Rev. Sam Kuna 

Grace Shim 

Dr. David Nikles 

The new ACCA Board incorporating the changes of the representatives of the member countries nominated 
by the national bodies to serve as Board Members for the new 3-year term is as follows: 

Members of ACCA Executive 
Committee 

Dr. Edmund Ng, Joy Laverinto, 
Rev. Same Kuna, Grace Shim, Dr. 
David Nikles 

AKKI Indonesia Dr. Yonathan Goei 

PACC Philippines Jane Lee 

NACC Malaysia Peter Soo 

ACC India Dr. Veena Easvaradoss (replacing 
Dr. Reupah Philips) 

TASK China Monica Chen 

ACCS Singapore Abigail Lee (replacing Sam Kuna 
who is elected as Secretary) 

MCCA Mongolia Erdenetuya Gantumur (Iggie) 
(replacing Khongorzul Tuya) 

CCAT Thailand Ying Woothitha 
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ACCA  M on th ly  W eb i nar  Ser i es  

Leadership	In	Asian	Christian	Counseling	In	The	
Pandemic	Era	

As the Covid-19 pandemic has brought about drastic changes to every aspect of life, the objective of the 
series is to utilize this uncertain time of flux as a window of opportunity for us to explore and shape the 
unique direction of Christian counseling in Asia so that we are intentionally Kingdom-minded and 
missional in our teaching, practice and ministry. 

In this respect, the vision and mission of ACCA is to promote and realize Christian counseling throughout 
Asia not just as a clinical practice but also a ministry to the community, integrating psychology, theology, 
spirituality and missions, to manifest spiritual and professional maturity in what we do.  

Recording of Series # 6 held on 30 Jan 2021. 

Connecting with Clients from across the Religious an Cultural Spectrums 

Speaker: Prof. Fred Gingrich, Professor of Counseling, Denver Seminar, USA. 

To view the recording, please click on this link: http://youtu.be/-wKjGiBPCyM   

Recording of Series # 5 held on 28 Nov 2020. 

Prioritizing Self-care as Asian Christian Counselors during these Pandemic Times 

Speaker: Dr. Reupah Philips, Founder and Director, Meadows of Hope Centre in India 

To view the recording, please click on this link: http://youtu.be/M6szqRLd-P0 

Recording of Series # 4 held on 31 Oct 2020. 

Mental Health as Mission in Asia - A Means of the Gospel thru Hope and Healing 

Speaker: Grace Shim, ED of Cornerstone Counseling (Chiang Mai)/Treasurer of ACCA 

To view the recording, please click on this link: https://youtu.be/QCMmM-ra4Qs 

Recording of Series # 3 held on 26 Sept 2020. 

Cultural Sensitivities in Asian Christian Counseling 

Speaker: Dr. Saji Kumar, Principal, India Baptist Theological Seminary 

To view the recording, please click on this link: https://youtu.be/3WAF4ll83Jk 
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Recording of Series # 2 held on 29 Aug 2020. 

Leadership in Action in Asian Christian Counseling 

Speaker: Dr. David Nikles, Regional Director of ACCA 

To view the recording, please click on this link: https://youtu.be/_DJolwE5mQO 

Recording of Series # 1 held on 25 July 2020. 

Biblical Principles in Asian Christian Counseling 

Speaker: Dr. Edmund Ng, Founding President of ACCA 

To view the recording, please click on this link: https://youtu.be/RuulV6VXFz4 

Please join us on the last Saturday of each month at 11.00 am (Malaysia time) by Zoom for a time 
of learning, vision-casting and interaction with other Christian counsellors throughout Asia. 
Admission is free but advance registration is required due to limited capacity. Get into the ACCA 
email list and be on the lookout for our invitations. 

 
 

 

 

New Subcommittees for 2020-2023 
The following 5 new subcommittees have been formed, each headed by an ACCA Executive Committee 
member. Subsequent issues of ACCANews will highlight one or two of the subcommittees in turn. Suitably 
qualified Christian counselors in Asia are invited to join any of these subcommittees by writing directly to 
the leader of the respective subcommittee.      

Post-disaster Outreach Subcommittee:                                                                                                                
Large-scale disasters are expected to be common in Asia in these last days. Immediately following the 
disaster, relief works are undertaken by the affected country’s government and other international 
agencies. ACCA intends to organize post-disaster outreach works for the survivors 2 to 3 months after the 
disaster when they are still struggling to come to terms with their losses and adjusting to their new 
normal. Our focus is on providing the outreach services in (a) trauma and grief interventions, (b) hope and 
resilience building, and (c) spiritual ministry. 

Objectives:  

i) To be contextually relevant to the sufferings of the local people in reaching out to the survivors 
of large-scale calamities expected in Asia in the end times and impact the affected communities 
to extend God’s Kingdom. 

ii) To tap on ACCA’s Asian coverage, credibility and network to mobilize manpower and resources. 
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iii) To serve as a model in post-disaster response and outreach ministry through the ministry of 
Christian counseling for the Asian nations and the world. 

  

This subcommittee headed by Dr. Edmund Ng (ggpoutreach@gmail.com ) 

Prayer and Intercession Subcommittee:                                                                                                                  
Our burden is to see the ministry of ACCA fully supported by ongoing intercessory prayers. 

Objectives: 

i) To follow the lifestyle of our Lord Jesus (and the twelve disciples) who prioritized prayer and 
intercession in the midst of their busy schedules, especially during challenging situations. 

ii) To model the uniqueness of Asian Christian Counselors not only to rely solely on training and 
education in counseling, but also to continually seek and acknowledge the anointing power of 
the Holy Spirit, and especial revelations of guidance and directions from God. 

iii) To regularly mobilize Asian Christian counselors to meet together and to build up one another 
through the proclamation of God’s word in prayer. 

 

This subcommittee is headed by Joy Laverinto (joylaverinto@yahoo.com) 

Secretariat and Ethics Subcommittee:                                                                                                                       
The subcommittee seeks to further improve on the administration and governance of ACCA, refine the 
Constitution as our governing instrument, develop the ACCA Code of Ethics for Asian practitioners, look 
into intercultural protocols and further multinational networking. 

Objectives: 

i) To establish the basic administration and governance structure for sustainability of ACCA leadership 
transitions and operational development. 

ii) To establish the ACCA Constitution as the foundational governing instrument that guides the purpose, 
mission, objectives and operations of ACCA. 

iii) To establish an Asian Code of Ethics as a framework for Christian Counseling Associations to refer to 
and/or to adopt/adapt within their own jurisdictions and national organizations. 
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This subcommittee is headed by Rev. Sam Kuna (skuna55@outlook.com) 

Finance Subcommittee:                                                                                                                                                                                          
We desire to be a wise steward of the finances God has given to ACCA and they are a means by which our 
ministry is enabled and supported. Thus, financial integrity, transparency, and stewardship are key values 
by which we abide.  

Objectives: 

i) To assess the financial health of the ACCA and determine steps towards growth. 
ii) To gather proposed budgets from various subcommittees and initiatives and create a financial 

picture of anticipated and available funding. 
iii) To identify and increase the financial support base, like-minded partners, and grant resources 

for ACCA. 
iv) To provide support to local associations regarding financial resources and trainings as needed. 

 

This subcommittee is headed by Grace Shim (grace@ccfthailand.org)  

Reachout Group Subcommittee:                                                                                                                                 
The subcommittee seeks to establish a network among all Asian nations, each empowered to develop a 
national, active and mature Christian counselling association. 

 Objectives: 

i) To increase the quality and quantity of lay, pastoral and professional counsellors 
ii) To develop more and better training, including training institutions and educators 
iii) To help establish a greater number of nations to be involved in ACCA 
iv) To facilitate growth in maturity of each nation’s work in Christian counselling 

 
This subcommittee is headed by Dr. David Nikles (david.n@livingwholeness.org) 
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4th ASIAN CHRISTIAN COUNSELING VIRTUAL CONFERENCE 2021 
9-11 Sept 2021 (Thurs to Sat) 

Theme: Integrating Asian Christian Counseling in Missions 

 
Objectives: 

1) To broaden the Christian counselor’s worldview and calling to fulfil the Great Commission. 
2) To equip the Christian counselor with skills that facilitate, support and empower others across 

borders and cultures. 
3) To apply Christian love and allow the compassion of Christ to flow beyond the counseling room 

into the mission field. 

 

Besides the keynote sessions, there will be 6 tracks of workshops: 
 
The mission expressed in Christian counseling necessitates the COMPASSION of Christ in the building up of 
COMMUNITIES; where CARE and COUNSELING practices, taking into consideration differences in CULTURE, 
are being employed to fulfil the COMMISSION of a Christian counselor in discipleship and the specific call to 
the work of soul and pastoral care. Soul care is the ministry of the Word of God to the whole person that 
addresses emotional and psychological needs in the field of mental health as well as in the area of CRISIS 
response in disaster-relief and trauma-related work in the mission fields.  
 

This conference is therefore open to Christian counselors, psychologists, social workers, missionaries, 
pastoral staff and all Christians interested in people-helping, and presents a range of topics and speakers 
from six compelling tracks – compassion, communities, care, counseling/crisis, culture, and commission. 

 

Organized by Asia Christian Counseling Association:

 

Hosted by Association of Christian Counselors 
(Singapore): 
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Books by Asian Authors 
     Whilst acknowledging the contributions and limitations of Christian counseling knowledge and 
techniques from the West, given our differing focus and contextual realities, we need to develop our own 
resources that are uniquely Asian. 

     Indeed, what will bring us together as Asian Christian counselors are our Eastern identities, common 
theological persuasions, economic and environmental struggles and the urgent need for more Christian 
counseling resources that embrace the sufferings and pains of Asia.  

     We Asians must rise up to meet our local needs! Hence, more Asian Christian counselors are encouraged 
to engage in thinking and writing, especially with regards to the many portions of the Bible that contain 
much of folk psychology presently left untapped by Christian counseling interpretations, to develop a deeper 
interface of psychology and theology that is spiritually and culturally-sensitive, holistic, existential and 
transformational for professional practice, people-helping and ministry in Asia. 

     ACCA invites Asian authors to list their books on Christian counseling or related subjects in our website 
for free promotion. The books must contain a substantial interface of psychology and theology and not just 
only psychological content.  

The following information are to be submitted to president1@asiancca.org : 
a) Title and synopsis of the book (max. 200 words) 
b) Photo of the front cover 
c) Name and CV of the author (max. 150 words) 
d) Price in USD 
e) Where to order the book. 

Note: You may submit as many books as you wish. However, selection of listing is solely at ACCA’s 
discretion. 

 
 

 

 

Submission of Short Articles for ACCANews: 
ACCA invites the contribution of short professional articles on Christian counselling written by Asians for 
publication in ACCANews. Kindly email to president1@asiancca.org the following details: 

i) Article in Word format (max. 1,000 words); 

ii) Content comprises a substantial interface of psychology and theology, and not just on psychology alone; 

iii) Short C.V. of the writer (max. 150 words); 

iv) Author’s email address for feedback from readers. 
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Short Article:  

Indian Cultural Sensitivities in Christian Counseling 
By Dr. K. P. Saji Kumar 

     Despite their vast cultural differences, Eastern 
and Western values reflect complementary aspects 
of a unified whole. But the process of developing 
values in any society depends on its underlying 
cultural perspective. Whatever the individuals face 
in connection to their context shapes their 
perspective locus of control. We are taught in Asian 
cultures to be sociocentric than egocentric and we 
have been emphasizing on collectivism than 
individualism and interdependence than 
independence. Our focus is on the extent to which 
the self is defined as fundamentally embedded 
within a larger social network. Therefore, care and 
counseling requires a personal view about the 
parameters and participants in counseling practice 
to make it more culturally relevant and sensitive in 
Asian context.  

     Society, person, and spirituality are intertwined 
and the counseling care must integrate all these, 
especially because it is concerning individuals1. The 
clear understanding of the value system, what are 
acceptable and non-acceptable according to the 
culture and the life enhancing and life destructive 
ethos will all have cognitive and affective influence 
on the counselor in helping a client. Let us see some 
areas of cultural sensitivities in Indian Christian 
counseling in this article.  

THE RITUALS AND PRACTICES 

     Eastern society is generally bound by the 
performances of numerous religious rituals and 
practices of various social observances. The self of 
one person gets caught up and absorbed in to the 
selfless union of humanity while each individual in 
the society celebrates and participates in the acts of 
the rituals together. For example, in most of the 
Indian cultures, the family members and neighbors 
continue to have social gathering in the bereaved  

 

 

 family for several days after the death and burial 
and that is part of ritual. There is a ritual called 
Kariam in South India that depicts the fact that the 
departed souls are in a place called Pithrulokam 
until certain rituals are performed here. The 
correct observance of ritual ensures that the 
departed soul gets promotion to rebirth. All these 
observances help in emotional ventilation and 
thereby smooth transition through the process of 
grief. 

     Let us consider another example: It is generally 
understood that the pregnant ladies must get a lot 
of love, care and protection. It is also a time in 
which extra protection must be given for the sake 
of the growth of the baby inside. Any 
psychological or physical damage that happens to 
the mother could have long lasting and serious 
repercussions upon the child. Therefore, there is a 
fear associated with pregnancy period too. The 
ritualistic belief of the Santal community in North 
India says that the pregnancy time is the most 
vulnerable time for anyone to be under the attack 
of evil spirits. Though you call it superstition, this 
belief helps them to form certain precautionary 
measures to protect the mother and child during 
the pregnancy time. The pregnant woman is not 
allowed to see or touch a dead body. Death is a 
time of agonizing and a time of depression and 
that is what Santals try to prevent the pregnant 
lady from experiencing.  

     The ritualistic belief system officially guards her 
from the negative impact of psychological shock 
and sorrow. She is not allowed to go to the rivers 
and streams by the ritualistic belief system 
because evil spirits dwell there. She must not walk 
over the straw ropes used for binding bundles of 
storing grain. She is not allowed to go out of the 
house after the sun set because a particular type 
of bird called Puni-cere will fly across her body. 
One might observe that all these are protective 
measures to keep the pregnant lady from falling  

                                                                    
1 Ernest Jahn “Wholeness. Holiness, and the Care of Souls”, Journal of Individual Psychology, 2000, 

Vol. 56.  
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and also from possible fears and dangers. When 
these and also from possible fears and dangers. 
When these are packed up in rituals and beliefs, it is 
easy to be observed and transferred from one 
generation to the other.  

     One of the most significant ways of reiterating 
womanhood is practices of puberty rights in South 
India. Achieving puberty is an occasion of social 
celebration for girls. She is treated as a queen and 
she is fed with special food like ragi and pulses being 
the main ingredients supplemented with sesame oil 
and ghee. Amaranth seed in a cup of raw milk is 
offered every day of the weeks of celebration. These 
foods are rich in Vitamin E which strengthens the 
uterus walls. The entire village gathers in her house 
to welcome her new stage of life and they celebrate 
it by giving her presents. She is given a strong 
identity of a lady and she is instructed on her rights 
and role in the society. She is no more treated as a 
child but she is valuable to the society as bearer of 
children. This resolves her identity crisis. Unlike the 
‘identity confusion’ of adolescents in the West, look 
at how it is ‘identity confirmation’ of adolescents in 
the East.  

THE FOLKLORES 

     Folklores are codified symbols of internalized 
values and ethos of a community. There is so much 
of personification in the songs and dances of a 
specific population. The soul of the particular 
culture continues to exist through what is 
materialized through folklores.  

Pati Rabha is a folklore belonging to one of 
the potter communities in Assam, India. The 
story is about the tragic end of a devoted 
Pati Rabha couple. There was a high caste 
magician who is very rich and is from an 
affluent class of community. He used to 
practice magical powers with a rug which 
has a magical capacity to turn one animal to 
another. But this must not be touched by 
anyone except the owner the rich man. The 
rich man had a daughter and only this 
daughter knew the magical power of the  

 

 

rug. This daughter fell in love with a poor 
man who is not fit to become the son in 
law due to the social disparity and skin 
color. Her father used to keep the rug 
outside for drying it very often. One day 
while the man was not there, the rug was 
left outside to be dried. The daughter was 
in the field and the son in law at home. All 
in a sudden there was sign of rain and the 
daughter who knew the magical power of 
the rug ran home to prevent the husband 
from touching it because she felt that he 
would take it inside home because it is 
about to rain. But it went beyond the 
calculation of the daughter and by the 
time she arrived, the tragic fate caught the 
husband. While he touched the rug, he 
became a peacock2.  

     This folklore speaks about the social disparity 
and how the color conscious discrimination is in 
action. The inter-caste and inter-class marriage 
and family had been discouraged and the stories 
depicts the psychological aversion to the skin color 
and how people wished they changed the color 
magically. The highest epitome of color and the 
beauty of color is the peacock. But while someone 
tries to change the color and status by marrying a 
high caste, he actually shrinks further his very 
being and social identity. Within the mind of each 
suppressed people group, there is always a fear of 
rejection towards the oppressors. The fear of 
rejection is unconsciously projected in the image 
of the father-in-law being a magician who turns 
the animals into any kind he wishes them. The 
affluent class is supposed to be like that. They are 
able to change anyone to anything and that is the 
object of fear in this context. These are the 
underpinning psychological background of the 
clients who come for counseling. The client-
counselor rapport itself could be affected through 
caste and class prejudices. 

THE PSYCHOLOGY INTRINSIC IN OUR MYTHS 

     Myths in a sense project the collective 
psychology to the outside world. They let what is  

                                                                    
2 S. K Roy, “Two Legends and a folk tale from Assam: A Brief communication”  in Folk tale and Oral 

Literature from North East India ( New Delhi: Mittal Publications, 2004), 67. 
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going on inside of a community to be symbolized to 
outside world. Often, myths convey the repressed 
wish of a community and it depicts the attitude and 
concept of a particular people group to others. This 
helps us to read the underlying subtle mindset 
transferred from one generation to the other in the 
colour of religion and culture. For example, in the 
Hindu creation myths of Brahma Vishnu and 
Mahesh, there is a mention that Brahmas’ rage 
produced a child of blue and red hue from the 
forehead in the middle of his eyebrow. Brahma 
named him Rudra and Rudra happened to be an 
angry young god known in 11 names; one of them 
being Siva. Brahma gave him 11 wives called 
Rudranees. He was asked to engage in  procreation 
and he went ahead and produces a host of children 
until Brahma cried halt. Therefore, Rudra went in to 
static form called tapasya and this form is known as 
Siva. Rudra is considered as the first ancestor of the 
gods. 

     What is depicted here is simply the patristic 
understanding of Indian society towards the 
repressed female. She is depicted as an object of 
procreation and thereby she appeases the anger 
and sexual drive of the male world. When these 
myths have gotten the religious veneration and 
deification, it penetrates in to the average Indian 
young mind very deeply. This could possibly work 
behind the attitude to women and consequent 
gender issues.  

THE SENSITIVITY DYNAMICS 

The culturally-sensitive Asian counselor 
must have a clear understanding concerning the 
deep rooted caste communal and racial 
discrimination in our societies. The wound of dark 
days of the oppression and subsequent fear of 
discrimination is always present in a vast majority of 
the people. Unless the counselors are willing to go 
beyond any chances of prejudice to the clients on 
the basis of their social and economic status, the 
counseling will not accomplish a great outcome 
especially in the East. Therefore, the Eastern 
counselors must take an extra effort of managing 
the conscience of  

any discrimination both from the part of the client 
as well as from the part of counselor.     

     There are many occasions in counseling where 
the counselor and the client must decide what is 
good and what is right and what is fitting to the 
client and the situation. It is here the moral and 
ethical understanding of our cultural and religious 
milieu comes in to the picture. In Hinduism, 
dharma is a fundamental concept, referring to the 
order and custom which make life and a universe 
possible, and thus to the behaviors appropriate to 
the maintenance of that order.3 Dharma  
philosophy in our context consists of behaviors, 
rituals and rules that govern the society and its 
ethics. There is a transcendental moral 
determinism in Indian understanding that says the 
future incarnation of rebirth is determined by the 
present moral determinism. The Karma 
philosophy that strikes through the mind of 
common Indian people depict the picture of 
consequences of evil doing and there is nothing 
one can do than enduring Karma.  

     David Augsburger says the network of 
“ought’s” that are formed by the demands of 
family friendship groups, faith groups, 
professional guides, economic institutions, 
political structures and faith communities all 
interlock to create the moral ethos of the social 
context in which pastoral ministry takes place.4 
Our approach must take in to consideration the 
brain map of reality of various people groups as 
they interpret life in their own map of 
interpretation. The counselor must be open to the 
feelings attached to ethnic groups, clichés 
stereotypes about racial, religious and social 
groupings. The counselor must overcome his or 
her own prejudice and cultural encapsulation too. 
The capacity to tolerate ambiguity must be one of 
the objectives of learning the art of counseling in 
the East. It is not easy to overcome or modify the 
cultural roots and patterns that shape our way of 
thinking. It takes the real courage and depth of 
communication to be open to the client and give 
the client freedom to let the counselor know if 

 

                                                                    
3 John Bowker ed. The Oxford Dictionary of World Religions (London: Oxford University Press, 1997) 
4 David Augsburger, Pastoral Counseling (Philadelphia: The Westminster Press, 1986), 245.  
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at all the counselor does not exercise the expected 
level of understanding towards the cultural 
consciousness of the client.  

     An Eastern counselor engaging in the art of 
helping has an advantage of going beyond empathy. 
There is something called culturally and socially 
determined set of respect and validation towards 
the elders and people in authority. That is an 
advantage to empathy building. Spiritual values can 
be observed in the conscious subordination of 
youth to the guidance and direction of elders. In 
India, the ideal behind this attitude is the 
acceptance of the father as the spiritual guru, even 
if the elder is illiterate and uninformed. 

We get the real psychology of people only when 
we study them in their social and cultural context. 
The mental set up of a person is closely 
intertwined with his or her upbringing and the 
very upbringing has its root in the belief system 
and ritualistic practices of his or her community in 
general. An Eastern counselor is not only to look in 
to the mere psychological distress of an individual 
due to incongruence, rather he/she must deal 
with the socio-religious repercussions of the client 
due to that very incongruence.  

Dr. Saji Kumar K P serves as the Director of the 
Indian Institute of Pastoral counseling and 
Principal of the India Baptist Theological Seminary. 
His email is pastorsajikp@gmail.com 

 

 

 

News from Member Countries 
AKKI (Indonesia) 

For the second half of 2020, AKKI focused on preparing for the 
certification of Christian counselors. We met with other Christian 
counseling associations of Indonesia and the national body of 
professional certification to discuss the standards to be used by the 
certification body. Last December, Michael Christian (AKKI president) 
met with Janus Pangaribuan (Director of Christian affairs from 
Indonesian Ministry of Religious affair) to report about this intention. 
Praise God that he supported this idea. 

  

 

 

Photo: AKKI President with 
Director from Indonesian 
Ministry 

 

 

PACC (Philippines) 

By the grace of God, the PACC board met online every Friday for business 
meetings and prayer. Free online counseling for 3 initial sessions with 14 
volunteer counselors continued. Group mentoring among member 
counselors was held via Zoom in Aug and Oct. We held our 20th 
Anniversary Virtual Conference/Webinar on Dec 5 on the theme Building 
Competency in Christian Counseling in the Philippines - Integrating the 
Physical, Emotional and Spiritual Well Being. Joy and Jane met monthly 
with Cambodia’s Christian counselors via Zoom to spur them on to form 
their national association, and 15 of them met physically for the first time 
on Nov 21. The year culminated in a Christmas fellowship with some 
Cambodian counselors on Dec 12. 
 

  

 

 

 

Photo: Meeting of Cambodia’s 
Christian counselors mentored by 
PACC. 
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NACC (Malaysia) 

NACC Malaysia was still able to hold various webinars for the counselling 
community here for the second half of 2020. In July, we had the 
“Overview of Depression, Bipolar, Schizophrenia, Anxiety Attack and 
OCD” webinar. In August, the topic was “Suicide awareness and 
prevention”. We held in October our 8th National Counselling E-
Conference on “Addictions: Prevention, Intervention and Restoration 
from a Biblical and Psychological Perspective”. The webinar in November 
was “Life Stages in Children”. NACC shifted to bigger premises in 
December.  
 

  

 

 

Photo: NACC webinar on 
Depression. 

 

 

 

ACCS (Singapore) 

ACCS ended 2020 with great momentum as a new Executive Committee 
was elected in August 2020. At the same time, it was also a historical 
moment for the association as the ACCS Code of Ethics 2020 was 
officially approved and launched. Whilst we were unable to gather 
onsite, we were still able to connect with our members via online 
networking sessions, and celebrating the year-end with a virtual 
thanksgiving dinner event marked with gratitude. As we enter into 
2021, preparations for the 4th ACCA Virtual Conference are well 
underway, and we covet your prayers for smooth organization, wisdom 
and favor for the team.   
 

  

 

 

Photo: ACCS’s Exco meeting 

 

 

 

ACC (India) 

ACC India’s primary role is as an accrediting body and we reviewed our 
standards for accreditation. Over the past few months, an accreditation 
sub-committee has been revising and drawing up the guidelines for the 
accreditation of organizations and programs as well as the certification 
of counsellors and supervisors. These criteria will be ratified by our 
Executive Committee. The first Wednesday of every month is set aside 
for a time of prayer and fellowship among the board members. 
Planning for next biennial conference is underway. The conference has 
been scheduled 16-18 June 2021. The training programs and 
counselling services of the member institutions of ACC India have 
continued, with a shift to an online modality in the face of COVID 19 
pandemic. 

  

 

 

Photo: Online meeting of ACC 
India’s Executive Committee 
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MCCA (Mongolia) 

Due to the government restrictions and lockdown, we had to postpone 
most of the planned training and meetings planned for the last six 
months of 2020. However, the Lord allowed us to gather together and 
we organized a mini training on Supervision among lay counselors in 
October. Altogether 18 participants were involved. Our MCCA board 
members are discussing the possibility of activating online networking 
and training sessions from now on. Meantime, we are in the process of 
adding two to three new members to the board. 
 

  

 

 

Photo: MCCA training on 
supervision of lay counselors. 

 

 

 

CCAT (Thailand) 

We are amazed by how God connects His people who love Him for His 
purpose (Roman 8:28) in the challenging year of the pandemic. In the 
second half of 2020, CCAT adjusted CWF 60 hours Lay Counselor Training 
to online. Sukjai Network Meeting in August was also done in two 
platforms: in person and via Zoom conference. The Well International 
featured a great talk by Mark Ventrella on Soul Care Ministry. CCAT’s 1st 
Annual General Meeting was held on August 22. There was a wonderful 
gathering of Christian counselors to witness God’s works and to discern 
His will together in the year 2021. 
 

  

 

 

Photo: CCAT’s Sukjai Network 
meeting by Zoom. 

 

 

 

 

 


